


Global Adventure Travel Trends 
 

With its fast global acceptance, adventure tourism is evolving into a 
mainstream travel option. This session examines the latest adventure travel 
innovations while touching upon responsible management approaches to 

maintain the sustainability of the natural resources which are the bread and 
butter of this tourism sector. 

 

 



Where do I come from? 



Who am I? 



 

 

Scottish Highlands,  
September 2015 



 

 

Guilin China,  
October 2015 



 

 

South Island, New Zealand  
November 2015 



Legazpi, Albay, Philippines 
November 2015 





ATACAMA DESERT EXPLORATION 
Hiking and mountain biking across barren salt flats, visiting 
rims of huge volcanoes and horseback rides through the 
desert or up the dunes of Death Valley. 



SELF-GUIDED WALKING TOUR, JULIAN ALPS 
Slovenia 
 Walking from Friuli, Italy, to Lake Bled, Slovenia, across the Julian Alps on 
a 14-night self-guided tour 



AROUND BURMA BY BIKE 
Exploring Burma on a 14-day supported cycle tour 



CITIZEN SCIENCE EXPEDITION,  
PERUVIAN AMAZON  
Joining a team of citizen scientists studying cats, primates and other 
flagship species on a seven-day expedition in the Amazon rainforest 



FINNISH WILDERNESS WEEK 
Immersing in the silent snow-covered forests of Oulanka and Riisitunturi 
National Parks in Arctic Finland on a seven-night stay at Basecamp 
Oulanka, a self-sustained complex of wooden cabins in Arctic Finland. 
Dogsledding, snowshoeing,  snowmobile safaris, ice-climbing,  downhill 
skiing, and learning wilderness skills like fire-making and igloo building  



VOLCANIC WONDERS OF ICELAND 
Witnessing one of nature’s most spectacular events, a live volcanic 
eruption at Bardarbunga in the Icelandic highlands. Viewing from the air 
and the land. 

 



 
 

 
 

How do they manage sustainability issues? 
What type of terrain do they operate in? 

 

A famous activity innovation – origins in New Zealand 

http://www.bungy.co.nz/the-nevis


http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjL0LjGsq7JAhWFj5QKHbGlBCgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.theworldasbecseesit.com/bec-xtreme-nevis-bungy-queenstown-new-zealand/&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHVcUJ5SRUntunb_FwyL4f-vJuV-g&ust=1448637809228110


The next innovation 



The World's Biggest Swing 
• 300 metre Arc 
• 75m freefall 
• 120m rope length 
• 160m above the river 
• Swing options: Forwards, Backwards, Tandem, truck'n 
trailer, 69, back2back, Honeymoon & much more. 



 
 

 
 

It’s all about great 
ideas and excellent 
engineering 

 



So that’s some 
innovation…. 

 



I’ll tell you a story….. 





Gigantism - Evolution 
 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://weeklyworldnews.com/mutants/11721/haasts-eagle/&psig=AFQjCNFTDc0m7BzfkLYrGZ7UEXJtyRVjJQ&ust=1448515243036286


Perspective 
 



Reality 
 





In Māori tradition, Papatūānuku is the land.  

She is a mother earth figure who gives birth to all things, 
including people. Trees, birds and people are born from the land, 
which then nourishes them. 



Meet the Kakapo, a flightless Parrot 



A small town in New Zealand, Kaikoura 







Sustainability requires  
effort towards education 

 

 • Children, our future 

• Communities 

• Industry 

• Politicians & policy makers 

 

• Embed this thinking into culture 

• Multi generational planning  

 

Create Champions  

Create change-makers 

 

 

 

 



Governance and the Adventure Tourism sector 

 

 



The future, the children 
Air New Zealand partnership with Department of Conservation 


